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TRAFFIC AT THE TOP

Story by Alex Ferreira

Time to slow down, but not too
much. This time around the
TCC held its first rapid event,
with a 15+5 time control.

Our new home was shared with
28 participants, including 9
returning, familiar faces. It’s a
different style of chess, and we

let things flow, deliberately
taking the foot off the
advertising gas a bit, and

letting the community find its
way. It still meant 19 new faces,
checking out the new kid on
the block.

The university crowd was still
represented well, as was a
niche of strong juniors, some
veterans and all-importantly,
new faces. Some of whom have
been hiding or awaiting this
moment to step onto the over-
the-board scene.

Strength-wise the rapid was
actually more competitive at the
top. We were treated to GM
Bykhovsky’s visit, two IMs in Barron
& Vettese, not to mention an
incredibly strong V. Razin and a
group of masters.

The spoils were split between GM
Avigdor Bykhovsky, IM Nicholas
Vettese, CM Geordie Derraugh,
CM Koosha Jaferian and Sergii
Ivanchuk who all finished with
4.0/5. No easy road to glory.

Bingfei Wang and Olena
Kucherenko shared the
top U2000 spot with 3.0/5,
with Olena taking top
woman prize as well. The
winners were rounded up
by up-and-coming Daniel
Krivykh, out-performing
his rating considerably, at
2.5/5.
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This time we saw more of an
adult crowd, perhaps more in-
tune with the vision of a social
with a beer-and-a-slice! It was
a treat to see everyone staying
back and enjoy the mingling
and networking that makes a
club exactly that: a CLUB!

The post-rapid social saw the
return of addict socialites,
many of whom didn’t play on
either event, a clear message
that a community is not just
about the chess.
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Tennis-pro-wannabe-turned-
arbiter Michael Corrie changed
outfits and was up to the task
of managing the floor vibrating
with chess intensity.

An evening of chess extended
itself into a night of hobnob,
like an endless summer breeze
at a nature-themed vacation,
allowing us to forget the real
world, only a few metres away.

Yet, it is not too late in the
year to enjoy a gorgeous
sunset from the 31st floor of

the Manulife Centre,
towering over the city’s
skyline.

November 24th, hustle up, it
will be Blitz night again!
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Next Event: 2nd Toronto Chess Centre Blitz & Social

Register Here

torontochesscentre.com


https://torontochesscentre.com/2nd-toronto-chess-centre-blitz-social/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1N8YYcWn5vXYtpB3w1T1YzbxUeLhh-Y9raRMKq9wzuZE/edit?ts=66dde59e

